STUDIES   IN   PROSE
makes the object of its thought, could in this
way enter into the being of all things, and,
while entering into it, dispense with all the
divining inquiry beginning from the outside.
The finite mind has no alternative but to com-
prehend the nature of things by means of
analogies with its own. For it volition is not
equivalent to accomplishment, thinking to ex-
istence ; for it the active and passive elements
are separated from each other as diverse
points, and it can apprehend the unity of
what here is, and is done only as the trans-
ference of an action from one thing to an-
other; it does not discern clearly how the
manif oldness of successive phenomena is iden-
tical with the unity of being, and is forced to
divide them as predicates from their subject,
to which they are attached only by the thread
of a relation; finally, for it, ends are not
spontaneously achieved, by the one life of the
idea, that is all in all, is converted into the
cooperation of many means exhibiting them-
selves as independent of each other. All these
analogies, these notions of things and prop-
erty, of force and effect, of being and phe-
nomenon, and all the forms of relation into
which these membra disjecta are combined,
must be employed by the human mind to gain
a knowledge of things. And so indispensable
to it is this putting into relation that even in
any moment of exaltation in which we actu-
ally find and enter into a higher unity, we
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